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Saltford, Corston and Newton St Loe 

Three Parishes Newsletter 

December 2017 & January 2018 
 
 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
Christmas…and New Year 
As you read this you are probably in the middle of all the frantic preparations for ‘THE’ day – so many things to 
remember, last post-by days, presents, food, invitations – and then so often you find yourself asking the same 
questions – why do I/ we make such a fuss? – I promised myself last year I would cut down, make life simpler, think 
about the real reason we celebrate Christmas but where do I start and how do I do it? – Will people think I’m being 
mean or just careful…busy… busy… busy – Christmas wouldn’t be the same without all the bustle and rush…but...let 
us just pause a moment… I hope all of you are/ were able to find that quiet time to think about the real message of 
Christmas…to celebrate the birth of our Saviour – the baby who came into to world as Emmanuel – God with us. 
 As in the opening verses of John, we proclaim that “the Word became flesh and lived among us,” revealing God’s 
true glory to the world. But that was over two thousand years ago. Can that light, which first shone in a humble 
stable, still burn brightly today?  
 
John declares, “To all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who 
were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or the will of man, but of God.” (John 1: 12-13) The boldness of that 
proclamation is not restricted to the past. It is a belief for all time. When the Word became flesh – when God joined 
himself to humanity – he did so, not simply as a gesture of love but as an invitation. God just wasn’t just uniting 
himself to our human nature. He was and is inviting us to partake in the divine. 
We are God’s children. No matter what burden or brokenness we carry, God is willing to make us whole. Hear the 
good news of Christmas as God’s invitation into his very heart.                              (Many thanks to Fr Shane)  
 
New Year 
It feels that you barely have time to relax before it is time for New Year and all the thoughts and mixed emotions of 
that season….I offer you a thought-provoking poem by Verity Gill Malkinson 
 
THE NEW YEAR 
 
For better or for worse the old year goes 
Oh may it take away 
The sad and bitter memories 
That touch us all in time along life’s way 
Yet leave behind 
The blessings sent, the loving ties that bind. 
 
For better or for worse the new year dawns 
Oh may it bring along 
A time of rich endeavour 
The happiness that blossoms into song 
And for the pain, 
The strength to bear, the hope to start again. 
 

For better or for worse as time goes by, 
In God alone we grow. 
He heeds our tears and sorrows, 
He gives us all the joy we’ll ever know. 
Oh may we be 
A people fit to grace eternity. 
 

With every good wish,  
Teresa 



2 
 

 
A Praying Community 

Opportunities to pray across the Benefice 
 
Monday 7pm    Silent Prayer  - an opportunity to pray silently with others in St Mary’s Church, Saltford 
Thursday 9am   Morning Prayer -  in All Saints Corston 
 
Prayer Meetings 
Each week in Saltford people meet to pray in people’s homes, please see the weekly notice sheet for details of 
where and when these take place – they are open to everyone. 
Prayer Book 
 If you would like prayer for yourself or for someone else, each church has a prayer book in which you can write 
the names of those you would like us to remember in our prayers.  
One to one 
There are people available to pray with you if you have a particular need or find something within the service has 
challenged or inspired you. Please speak to one of the wardens, readers or clergy and they will find someone who 
is willing to pray with you. Alternatively, if when you receive Communion, just speak to the Rector and she will 
pray for you then.  

 
 

 

  

                                                                                                       

  Parish Registers 
 

Baptisms 
Annabelle Folland    7 October (Newton St Loe) 
Emalie Browne    7 October (Corston) 
Sophia Adams    19 November (Corston) 
 
 
Thanksgiving for the Birth of a Child 
Rosanna Cox    8 October (Saltford) 
 

  
Funerals 
Jeanne Clarke        4 October (Saltford) 
Jean Fletcher    18 October (Corston) 
Joy Smith    22 October (Saltford) 

 

Information regarding the Three Parishes Magazine 
 

Copydate for the next newsletter will be 10th January at the latest. Please deliver all copy to the Parish 
Office. If you produce it on a computer, it would be a great help if you would please email it to: 
scnbenefice@gmail.com 
Thank you for your support 
 

The Three Parishes Editorial Team 
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How Do You Pray 
  
As a change, this time let me quote two poems and ask you which of them is prayer. 
 

Moments of great calm, 
Kneeling before an altar 
Of wood in a stone church 
In summer, waiting for the God  
To speak; the air a staircase 
For silence; the sun’s light 
Ringing me, as though I acted 
A great role. And the audiences 
Still; all that close throng  
Of spirits waiting, as I, 
For the message. 
Prompt me, God 
But not yet. When I speak, 
Though it be you who speak 
Through me, something is lost. 
The meaning is in the waiting 
 
 
 
We must not portray you in king’s robes, 
you drifting mist that brought forth the morning. 
 
Once again from the old paint boxes 
we take the same gold for sceptre and crown 
that has disguised you through the ages. 
 
Piously we produce our images of you 
till they stand around you like a thousand walls. 
And when our hearts would simply open, 
our fervent hands hide you. 

 
 
 
 
So, which is a prayer? The first? Second? Both? Neither? 
More important maybe, what do they say to us about prayer? 
What can they teach us…..if we are willing to be open to them? 
 
The first is “Kneeling” by R S Thomas, from his experience in prayer. 
The second from R M Rilke’s ‘Book of Hours’ and full of scriptural references. 
I find that they need to be read and re-read to reap the benefits! 
                                                                                                                         Ken Plant 
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Tuesday 12th December, 433 Bath Road at 7pm. Hosted and led by Pam 
Faulkner 
 
Thursday 4th January, 5 Vernon Close at 7:30pm. Hosted and led by Julia 
Norris. 
 
Thursday 18th January, 7 Homefield Close at 7.30pm. Hosted by Bernard and 
Val Smith, led by Bernard Smith 
 
Wednesday 31st January, 3 Trenchard Close at 7.00pm. Hosted by Rob and 
Amanda Lynn, led by Pam Faulkner 
 

 
All are welcome 
 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Stations at Saltford School   
Back in September, the Rev Daile (and the team from St Mary’s, Ian Freemantle, Judy Penny, Janet Brett 
and Karen Unsworth-White) had the opportunity to work with the children in Years 1 - 3 in a prayer 
workshop. They filled the Hall with a variety of prayer stations. The children spent about 45 minutes 
working their way round the room experiencing the different stations. The idea of the workshop was to 
show the children that there are many ways to pray. The children experienced prayers through Playdough, 
Praying for the World, Writing our names on the palm of God's hand, and Praying using a parachute. The 
children learnt that prayer is not just about talking to God and sitting still with their hands together and 
eyes closed. They learnt how they can pray in different ways, using words, pictures, silence, their bodies; in 
fact anything could be used as a way of praying. 
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St Mary's Saltford Foodbank Distribution Centre 

Further to a request from the Keynsham Foodbank and discussions with the Rector, the Saltford Foodbank 
Distribution Centre opened in St Mary's Church Hall on Friday 7 July. It is run under the auspices of the 
Trussell Trust (a Christian Charity) and is the fourth Distribution Centre of the Keynsham Foodbank. It is 
open from 10.30 am to noon each Friday throughout the year. A team of 22 volunteers cover the weekly 
Friday sessions and also deliveries to and collections from the Foodbank Warehouse on Tuesdays as 
required. 
 
Emergency 3 days food parcels are issued to clients in a situation of food poverty. The clients are referred 
by a care professional in the area (eg a social worker, housing officer, doctor, church minister, etc) who 
issues them with a red voucher for an emergency food parcel for the number of people in the client's 
family.  In the four months we have been opened we have already issued a number of emergency food 
parcels to needy persons and needy families. 
 
During the long summer school holiday and in the two week Christmas school holiday the Foodbank gives 
out weekly children's holiday lunch bags to the parents of school children who normally get free meals in 
term time and to any children identified by the schools to be in a food poverty situation. During this 
summer holiday we issued 15 such lunch bags. 
 
Keynsham Foodbank collection boxes for donations of food are in the Keynsham Tesco and Waitrose 
supermarkets and a number of local churches. St Mary's Church now has a donation box in the lobby of St 
Mary's Church Hall for the donation of food to the Foodbank. Such food items must be non-perishable and 
be in date on the packaging. The Church Hall donation box is being well supported with donated food items 
being put in it each week. The most wanted items are given on the donation boxes and on the Keynsham 
Foodbank website (keynsham.foodbank.org.uk). 
St Mary's Church chose the Foodbank for donations of non-perishable food at this year's 
Harvest Festival and a total of 61kg of food was donated at that time. 
 
Thank you for your support.  
Norman Osborne (Volunteer Manager Saltford Foodbank Distribution Centre) 
 
 

 
 
 

News from All Saints, Corston 
 

Bible Study  
There are no meetings during December but the dates planned for January are 4th, 11th and 18th .  
  
If you would like further information about these stimulating and interesting evenings contact Peter or 
Angela LeRoy on 873023. We meet at 7.30 for 8.00pm start at 8 Brook Cottages, a warm welcome awaits 
you! 
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100 Years On: A Celebration to Remember 
 
As I am writing this it all seems a long time ago, but on 
Saturday 23rd of September Corston celebrated a very 
special occasion. Unless you haven’t been here recently, 
or have had a break from the magazine you are probably 
well aware that the current ring of bells in Corston tower 
were given by the parents of Fritz Bartelt in his memory 
back in 1917 on the condition that they be rung on his 
birthday every year. Over the past few years we have 
once again been joined every year by members of Fritz’s 
family.  
 

This year we wanted it to be even more special, and it was. 
We had been working hard on a display, not only on the 
history of the bells, but on the Bartelt family and the links 
between the ringers and the church. We are very lucky in 
Corston in that the ringers have always been, and continue to 
be, at the heart of the church. 
We started the day with a Quarter Peal of, newly named by 
us, Fritz Bartelt Doubles, and then from two o’clock we had 
we a constant stream of visitors, some enjoying the display 
and the ringers tea, some watching the ringers and the bells 
ringing via the cameras we had installed, and others joining   
us to ring. 

 
Members of Fritz’s family had come from all over the country and his 
niece Ginny, who is a glass artist, had made us a commemorative 
candle holder which was particularly appropriate given we also 
rededicated the Fritz Bartelt window. 
 

We finished the day with a fantastic rededication service. A full church 
and the Master of the Bath and Wells Association of Change Ringers, 
the Rev’d Mark Jackson, what more could we ask! Oh and more tea. 
The feedback was so good I am worried people will be expecting the 
same next year, and the family are threatening to bring the Silver 
Salver that the village gave Fritz as a wedding present to be used for 
the Offertory.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
A huge thank you to all of those who helped or supported 
us, it was much appreciated and we hope you enjoyed it as 
much as we did. 
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Corston Church Preservation Trust backs porch project 
No-one could fail to notice the dreadful state of our church porch. The PCC’s proposals for major 
improvements are now being submitted to the Diocese for approval. The works involve creating new 
soakaways so that, for the first time ever, the rainwater is taken right away from the building; repointing 
much of the exterior stonework and replacing the damaged stones; and stripping out the decaying plaster 
to allow the structure to dry out. After that, the interior can be redecorated in suitable paint.  Meanwhile 
the Trustees of the Corston Church Preservation Trust have confirmed their support for the scheme and are 
launching an appeal to raise the necessary funds. Please can you help us to restore our porch so that it no 
longer gives such an awful first impression to churchgoers and visitors alike? To support this project, please 
contact Roger Blackman on 01225 874556 or Martin Seymour on 01225 873677, or make a donation direct 
to the Trust’s bank account – 30-90-54 (Lloyds, 47 Milsom St Bath) A/c No 60186668.  ALL DONATIONS TO 
CORSTON CHURCH PRESERVATION TRUST ARE RING-FENCED AND CAN ONLY BE USED FOR THE 
PRESERVATION OF CORSTON CHURCH BUILDING. GIFT AID APPLIES. 

 
 
 

Bellringing at Corston & Newton St Loe throughout December & January 

 
 

Friday 1st December at Newton St Loe 

Friday 8th December at Corston 

Friday 15th December at Newton St Loe 

Friday 22nd December at Corston 

Friday 29th December at Newton St Loe 

Friday 5th January at Corston 

Friday 12th January at Corston 

Friday 19th January at Corston 

Friday 26th January at Corston 

 
 
If you are interested in learning to ring or would like to look at the bells and find out what goes on upstairs 
in the belfry, please get in touch and we'd love to 'show you the ropes!' We have ringers of all ages and you 
don't have to be very strong or even musical to be able to ring bells. I promise your feet will stay firmly on 
the floor too!          

Nicki Lang - Tower Captain, Newton St Loe (01761 568729) 
 

 
News from Holy Trinity, Newton St Loe 

 
Heritage Lottery Fund 
As part of the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) grant awarded towards the vestry repair works at Holy Trinity 
Church, a small permanent exhibition and children’s trail will be created to celebrate the church’s Grade II* 
listed status. These are due to be on display for visitors by late spring 2018, following the completion of the 
vestry works. 
 
To ensure that the exhibition and trail meet the interests of those who visit the church, and to attract new 
audiences, it is key that front-end evaluation takes place at this stage.  
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With regards to the children’s trail, Class NB (Year 4) at Saltford School 
were engaged as a focus group to help steer its direction and content. In 
October they enjoyed an interactive presentation and workshop about 
the church in their classroom, and two days after this the class visited the 
church. When on-site they engaged positively during a tour of the history 
and heritage of the church, as well as taking part in a series of fun 
activities exploring the heritage of the interior of the building including its 
medieval origins, extensive number of wall memorials, and range of pew 
styles. At the end the children provided both quantitative and qualitative 
feedback about what interested them and what they would like to see on 
the trail (and equally shared what did not interest them!) Thanks goes to 
Mr Baker at Saltford School, Rose Bailey and Daile for their support on the 
day, and of course the children who were inquisitive, enthusiastic and 
eager to share their thoughts and ideas for the trail. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are now keen to find out what aspects of the history and heritage of Holy Trinity Church interests 
benefice residents, and as such have created a brief survey to gather feedback about what people would 
like to see featured in the exhibition. Helena Parfrey will be undertaking the planning and delivery of the 
exhibition as part of her Bath Spa University work placement. It would be much appreciated if benefice 
residents could share their views to help steer the content of the exhibition and trail. Copies of the survey 
can be found in the church, and online at https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/6CS2WGD  
All feedback is anonymous, and the survey takes just a couple of minutes. Thank you in advance for your 
valuable input. 
 
Lottie Smith-Collins (Heritage Consultant) 
 
 

Vestry Repairs  
Are scheduled to commence on 3 January and expected to continue until mid April. For Health & Safety & 
Insurance reasons, services and access will be affected. 
For the month of January Sunday worship will be held in the Village Hall or combined with All Saints Corston, 
for details please see the services list attached.  
There will be access restrictions throughout the time the contractors are on site. The public pathway will not 
be affected but to reach the northern area of the churchyard the route will be via the tower end of the 
church. Any graves within the secured area of the vestry will be protected and only uncovered once the work 
is complete. If anyone has any particular query please contact the Benefice Office and either Rose Bailey or 
Rev. Daile will respond. 
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Meetings  
PCC meeting on Thursday 18 January will be held at The Rectory, Saltford 
May Day meeting on Monday 29 January will be held in the Village Hall NSL at 7.30pm. 
 
 

Noël! 
On Saturday 9th December we are holding a very exciting Christmas Event to help raise money for Holy 
Trinity Church, Newton St Loe and Bath Festivals. 

 
The evening will commence at 5.45pm with a generous glass of mulled wine or a soft drink, which will be 
followed by a Concert in Holy Trinity Church, Newton St Loe at 6.30pm. The highly regarded, “A Handful of 
Singers “ will be performing and will be directed and conducted by Christopher Finch. He won the BBC Choir 
of the Year Award in 2010. English music from Parsons to Britten and beyond, a medley of traditional and 
contemporary music - serene and joyful, sacred and secular. This will be a fun evening and we suggest 
people dress up in warm clothes, possibly a bit Christmassy. Some will be dressed in Black Tie, so if you feel 
like dressing up, why not! 
 
 

St Mary’s Ebay shop 
After a lull in October [we were away for the month] we are now open for business 
SO if you have anything you don’t want any more someone else might buy it as a 
Xmas present for their best friend. 
email David and Vicki on allcoxes@blueyonder.co.uk. 
  
 

Easyfundraising 
Come on guys you are not playing this one nicely. We have only 2 donors so far and surely you are internet 
buyers? Washing machine, new boots, Holidays, Insurance, Utilities .... if you buy it on the net then St 
Mary’s Church will get a donation from the company. Ebay, Amazon, John Lewis, they all donate along with 
3000 other businesses so you will struggle to find a company that is NOT on easyfundraising.  
Do you shop online? Use easyfundraising.org.uk and raise a free donation for Saltford Church every time 
you shop!  
 
Step 1    Go to  https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/saltfordchurch/ [click this link] 
Step 2    Choose your retailer from the list [eg Amazon] 
Step 3    Shop as usual, pay, receive your goods, enjoy them. 
Step 4    In the background and unbeknown to you, Amazon gives us a donation as part of their charitable    
giving policy. The more you spend the more we get so you can feel holy while you shop.!!! 
 
Any questions ask David and Vicki on allcoxes@blueyonder.co.uk 

 
 

Shopping for Fairtrade 
Fairtrade  is a wonderful organisation which  helps the world’s poorest producers by selling their goods at a 
fair price. Like all businesses it needs customers; in Saltford  many people relied on the Co-op for Fairtrade 
shopping, and are wondering about the best way to support Fairtrade now the Co-op is closed.   
Our local shops sell some Fairtrade items, including bananas at McColls; Tesco have explained that although 
they support Fairtrade they think the Saltford branch is too small to carry many items. Further afield 
Waitrose has a fair selection, and the Oxfam shop in Keynsham stocks a range. Several of the Keynsham 
shops sell a few items and if you do travel that way there is the Co-op in Marksbury. 
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However, Fairtrade sells a much bigger range of goods than local shops can stock. As well as foodstuffs 
there are crafts, toys, gifts, cards and much more. Shopping on line at Traidcraft is a good way to buy. The 
website is traidcraftshop.co.uk or you can order by phone on 0191 491 0855; you can request a printed 
catalogue from the website or by phone. The minimum order for free delivery is £50, but if you just want to  
buy a few items while avoiding the delivery charge I can include them in my order, which usually goes off 
the last Thursday in the month. If you email an order to me at kath.mccarthy@hotmail.co.uk or phone me 
on 01225 344066 I will deliver it to you and collect the money, usually on Tuesday or Wednesday of the 
following week. (You can leave your order on my answer phone.) 
Saltford is proud to be a Fairtrade village and St. Mary’s is a Fairtrade church; we can all join in to support 
this excellent organisation. 
 
Kath McCarthy 
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Soup & Pudding Charity Lunch 
I was delighted with our lunch and the £505 that we raised. So I would like to thank everyone 
who helped make it such a success. I received thank you letters from both of 
our charities but as so few knew of the barnabusfund I thought it would 
be good for you to see what work the charity does to help Christians who 
are suffering with their faith.  
To quote barnabusfund:-    

 

Please remember in your prayers all our Christian brother and sisters in Pakistan, despised and 
discriminated against by society at large. Many of them are desperately poor and have never had 
any opportunity for education, which makes then even more vulnerable to exploitation. Ask that 
the Lord will protect then from those who seek to harm them and especially from violent attack. 
Ask too that He will keep their faith strong, filling their hearts with His peace, joy, hope and love, 
despite their circumstance. Remember in particular the Christian girls and young women who are 
often targeted for kidnapping and also forced to marry their kidnapper. Lift up also the Christians 
who have been falsely accused under the “blasphemy law”, praying that they may be given justice 
and the thousands of Christian brick-kiln workers who are “bonded labourers”, almost like slaves, 
asking the Lord will set them free. 

 
With thanks, Margaret 

 

A Message from Bishop Ruth 
 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 

We’ve been seeing the Christmas decorations in the shops since the summer holidays ended.  It starts sooner 
than ever each year doesn’t it.  At the beginning of November a checkout assistant was telling me she 
already had her decorations up at home due to her daughter’s insistence.  I remember the time when my 
parents would put up the tree on Christmas Eve and we weren’t allowed into the living room until the next 
morning.  Our excitement knew no bounds! 
 
‘Waiting’ is something we are not very good at.  Many of us are impatient in this world of immediacy.  We 
want our needs, our wishes, fulfilled straight away.  We are like that with our shopping online, paying more 
for next day delivery.  And we can be like that with our prayer too.  Challenging God as to why He doesn’t 
appear to have heard us when we don’t receive the answer we are looking for.  
 
This season of Advent is all about waiting.  Waiting and watching, not just to celebrate the festival of 
Christmas, the coming of the babe in the manger, but also waiting and watching for his coming again in glory.  
The early Christians were anticipating that Jesus would return for them in their lifetime.  His words in John’s 
gospel about “going to prepare a place for them”, ‘going ahead’ of them, caused them to be expectant of 
another advent or arrival of God, breaking into their world.  They couldn’t understand why He didn’t come 
back quickly particularly when they faced persecution for their faith. 
 
I know of people now who live in that expectancy of Jesus’ return each day, opening their curtains with the 
words, “Maybe today, Lord”.  Perhaps you do.  I’m aware that I don’t do that enough.  Not because I’m 
fearful of life in the ‘here and now’ but rather thinking of each day as potentially the last here on earth and 
therefore thinking about how to make it count.  Thinking about how I might live and tell the story of God’s 
love to friends and neighbours, strangers and family, in a way they might hear that message most effectively.  
So that they can come to know a God who loves them enough to enter into their world and be present with 
them.   

 
 

 
(Charity no.1043886) 

 
Saltford is very proud of being a Fairtrade Village; this means that the Parish Council and  
local businesses and organisations in Saltford have undertaken to use Fairtrade products.  
Buying Fair Trade goods is a practical way to help the world’s poorest producers to earn a 
fair price, lifting them and their communities out of dire poverty. 
However, it is not easy to buy locally from the huge range of foodstuffs, household goods, 
crafts, gifts, cards and much else which is available. One way for Saltford people to support 
Fairtrade is by on-line shopping at traidcraftshop.co.uk (not a spelling mistake!).  
If you would like more information, or help with smaller orders to avoid delivery charges, 
(free delivery over £40) I will be happy to help, do email me at kath.mccarthy@hotmail 
.co.uk or ring 01225 344066. 
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This Advent perhaps we need to become more aware that it’s not only us doing the ‘waiting’ but also God 
waiting to receive the best from us. 
 

God Waits 
God waits silently 

In our inner recesses, 
The chambers of our soul, 

Gazing lovingly 
On our treasure, 

Awaiting our response. 
Yvonne Morland 

 
 
 

Ruth Worsley 
Bishop of Taunton 

 

News from the Diocese 

• The Autumn Manna magazine is out in parishes now – this issue covers the topic Hope in Uncertain 
Times, with contributions from the Right Revd David Walker, Bishop of Manchester, an interview 
with Dr Tim Davy on the book of Job and more.  

• Bath and Wells and Zambia – we will be celebrating 40 years of partnership in 2018 with a 
programme of thanksgiving and celebration in 2018. Find out more about the plans.  

• The Revd Mike Haslam has been appointed to the new post of chaplaincy development adviser. Find 
out more about the role.  

• G…oing digital – Is there an administrator or volunteer at your church who would benefit from 
attending a free social media workshop being run by Church of England in our diocese?  

 
Give a heart-warming gift this winter 
Last winter nearly 500 older people were kept warm, active and better connected with help from Somerset 
Community Foundation’s (SCF) award-winning Surviving Winter programme.   
Surviving Winter encourages people to donate their Winter Fuel Payments, and it is heart-warming to know that over 
480 local donors and pensioners in Somerset directly helped their local peers who were living in fuel poverty last 
year. A Surviving Winter grant doesn’t just pay for extra heating; it is hand delivered by one of our local community 
partners and becomes the foundation for a new relationship that can help overcome the isolation and loneliness that 
many older people experience. Last year, a Surviving Winter grant was made to an older lady in her 90s.  She lived 
alone, and while her Surviving Winter grant form was being filled out for her, she talked about how her daughter had 
taken her own life and that she had no family left. Like many older people in our community, she was struggling on 
without any real assistance beyond a State Pension.  Our community partner was able to support her through an 
assessment for pension credit and attendance allowance, both of which were awarded to her later in the year.  This 
would not have happened if Surviving Winter did not exist. 
 
To find out more about Surviving Winter and how to donate some or all of your Winter Fuel Payment, please visit 

www.somersetcf.org.uk/winter or call 01749 344949. Gift Aid forms are also available to download on SCF 
website. If you run a local community project and would like to find out more about grant funding, please call 
Somerset Community Foundation on: 01749 344949 or visit: www.somersetcf.org.uk 
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BIG BREAKFAST IS BACK 
COME AND JOIN US ON 
SUNDAY DECEMBER 10th 

9am -12 noon 
 CORSTON VILLAGE HALL 

 
 

ENGLISH. £4 INC CEREAL & TOAST 
CONTINENTAL £2 

 
TEA/COFFEE £1 OR 50P 

 

All proceeds to village hall 

 
 



15 
 

Prepare Ye the Way 
 

"Phew! Hey Mum it's terribly hot and crowded in here. Whichever way I turn, all I can see are people's 
middles. I'm not tall enough to see their faces, and I can't get close enough to see what's on the counters." 
"Ow!" George howled suddenly, "That was me you trod on! Come on Mum, let's get out of this crush." 
George's mother looked down sympathetically at her young son. Saturdays just before Christmas in the big 
stores were not much fun for anyone, and she knew that George didn't like shopping at the best of times. 
"I tell you what, George," she tried to console him. "We'll go upstairs and have a cup of tea. That will make 
you feel better won't it?" 
"It might do," admitted George grudgingly, "If I'm not too flattened to drink it!" 
Like most stores, refreshment comes only to those who can weather the obstacle course to the top floor. As 
George and his mother walked up the escalator (which always seemed to break down on Saturdays, George 
noticed) they had to walk through the record department. This part of the shop was just as crowded, with  
people buying Christmas presents for friends with record players, but George did manage to get close 
enough to one display rack which contained Christmas records.  
"Look Mum," he said pulling at her hand. "You were saying yesterday that we ought to get a new record of 
Christmas carols. Here's a smashing one, look. It's got all your old favourites on it. Good King Wenceslas, O 
Come All Ye Faithful, The First Noel, While Shepherds Washed Their Socks By Night...." 
"George!" interrupted his mother, "I'm sure it doesn't say that". 
"Oops. Sorry Mum," he replied, a picture of innocence. "But look inside. When you open the sleeve out pops 
a beautiful cardboard manger scene. Isn't it pretty, really, colourful, bright and clean. It makes me feel all 
warm and cosy. Aren't the donkeys sweet, look, all soft and gentle. It's exactly how I always imagine it, just 
like a fairytale."  
 

"It is pretty isn't it George," agreed his mother. "But of course the 
real manger scene wasn't anything like that."  
George looked at her accusingly, "How do you know? You weren't 
there! I'll bet it was just like that, with straw on the floor and hay in 
the manger, with the baby Jesus chuckling and gurgling at the 
donkeys, and with Joseph standing there holding a lantern looking 
tenderly at Mary and the baby."  
George's mother looked at him for a moment. "Okay George, we'll 
buy that record and continue our chat over a cup of tea. Come on 
bring it over to the counter." 

 
Soon they finally sat themselves behind their cups of tea. His mother's opening question startled George. 
"Do you remember anything about Cub Camp the summer before last?" 
"Oh yes, I remember the campsite. It was a super flat green field in a valley. A little stream tumbled through 
the site. The sides of the valley were covered with trees and the sun shone. It was a really beautiful site." 
"Did you enjoy your camp?" enquired his mother. 
"Yes, it was great. We did some super walks in the woods. We paddled in the stream. We played some great 
games of soccer and other things. One day we went out on a visit to a castle." George stopped suddenly. "I 
thought we were going to continue our chat about Jesus in the stable." 
"Well George, in a way we are. You see, what this beautiful manger scene in this record cover shows us is 
probably true up to a point, rather like your description of Cub Camp the summer before last, but you have 
left out all the unpleasant things about that camp." 
"I don't quite understand," replied George.    
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"Well," continued his mother, "you have forgotten that it poured 
with rain for the last three days, that by the end of the week the 
field was like a bog, that you hated most of the food because 
you kept letting it burn, that the ground was hard and you 
couldn't sleep for two nights, that you discovered earwigs in 
your sleeping bag and that Roger fell out of a tree and had to 
come home. Apart from these little snags, your description of a 
super camp was true." 
"Well, it was a super camp," persisted George stubbornly. "But 
anyway, I don't see what that has got to do with our record sleeve." 
"Don't you see George? The stable where Jesus was born probably did have hay or straw in it, but it would 
have been used, dirty straw. The animals were there, but they would have smelt dreadful. The floor would 
have been hard stone. Everything would have been dirty. Joseph may have had a lantern, but there would 
have been no rosy glow. It would have been jolly cold. It gets very cold at night in these Mediterranean lands 
when the sky is clear. There would have been no heat except for that given off by the donkeys, who were 
probably pretty grubby and being unused to humans in their stable would have been noisy and restless. 
What a welcome for the baby Jesus!" 
"Ah, now I'm beginning to understand," replied George. "What you're saying is that the manger scene in this 
record sleeve is like my description of camp. It has some truth, but makes everything seem better than 
perhaps it really was." 
"Exactly George. But as long as you understand the truth behind the picture then there is no harm in the 
picture." 
On Monday morning, George was talking to his friend Roger about his discussion with his mother. 
Well look here," objected Roger, "do you think we ought to have this model of the Nativity Scene in the hall if 
it is so inaccurate?" 
"That's a big word for a little feller", George's teacher grinned at them. "What is it that's so inaccurate?" he 
asked. 
"George's mother says that the stable wasn't all nice and clean and pretty like our model in the hall," 
explained Roger.  
"Do you think we ought to make it more realistic, make it mucky or smelly or something?" 
"No," replied his teacher. "George's mother is quite right, but I think we will leave the stable as it is, and I will 
tell you why. George, what do you remember particularly at Christmas?" 
"The birth of Jesus," replied George pertly. 
"And?" his teacher waited. George hadn't expected this. He thought hard. 
"I suppose we remember it's a time of giving," he suggested at last. 
"That's right George. It's a time of giving, but by giving we show that we love someone, and this scene helps 
us to remember that by giving we want to make them happy. So it is a happy time, a joyful time, and quite 
rightly so, because it is at Christmas that we remember the most wonderful gift of all." 
"I know," broke in George, "the gift of Jesus to our sinful world." 
"Right," agreed his teacher, "and every Christmas, throughout the world, joyful, happy, stable scenes like 
ours in the hall are to be seen, in churches, in schools, in town and village centres, in fact everywhere the 
Gospel is preached." 
"In other words," said George trying to sort out his thoughts, "you are saying that it is right and proper to 
show the birth of Jesus our Saviour as a joyful occasion, even if we do make the stable a bit too clean and 
colourful." 
"That's it George. As long as we understand the truth behind this clean and colourful scene, then there is a 
lot of good to be done by it." 
"Do you know," said George incredulously, "That's exactly what my mother said. But what do you mean by 
saying that there's a lot of good to be done by it?" 
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"Simply this George. Since last Christmas lots of things have happened in our lives. You have changed classes. 
You have been made a sixer at Cubs. You have got a regular place in the school's football team and the Cubs' 
team. And many, many more exciting things have come your way; things which have occupied our time and 
minds, so that perhaps we haven't given quite as much thought to Jesus as we ought to have done. Now 
around comes Advent and Christmas again and just to see the stable scene helps us to focus our thoughts 
once again on the most wonderful gift of all. It does for us what John the Baptist did for Jesus. Do you 
remember what that was George?" 
"Oh yes" replied George. "After all, you went on enough about him at the beginning of the year," he added 
with a grin. John the Baptist said, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, and make his paths straight." 
"Exactly George. In other words, he tried to prepare the Jews for the coming of Jesus." 
"Oh I see!" exclaimed George, the light of understanding twinkling in his eyes. "Our Nativity Scene prepares 
us once again for the moment on Christmas Day when we remember thankfully God's most wonderful gift to 
us, his Son, Jesus Christ."  

By David Cox 
 
 

The Hiding Place 
Churches Together in Keynsham and Saltford are hosting a performance of ‘The Hiding Place’ 
by Oddments Theatre Company on Tuesday 23rd January 2018 at Victoria Methodist Church 
at 7.00pm.  Be inspired by the incredible story of the Ten Boom family, a devoted Christian 
family who felt they couldn’t just watch the devastating circumstances of the Jews in the 
Second World War so they set out on an incredible rescue mission.  The result being that 
Corrie and her sister became prisoners of war. The production focuses on God’s influence on Corrie Ten 
Boom’s life and how God gave her the strength and means to do his work in terrible circumstances.  It is the 
story of God’s love and hope in an environment of darkness and brutality.   
Tickets are £8.50 in advance from the Parish Office at St Johns, from the Methodist Office at Victoria, from 
Julia Scott (Saltford contact please email m_dscotty@hotmail.com) and most churches in Keynsham.  
£10.50 on the night.  Tickets are also available on line at http://www.oddments-
theatre.co.uk/main/content/hiding-place.   

 

 
Memorial Garden 
 
The garden is finished. We hope you all enjoy it.  
 
David and Vicki Cox 
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Appeal to raise money for research 
RP Fighting Blindness is now joining forces with the Macular Society for a joint research project into genetic macular 
diseases to benefit both patient groups. To date this is an underfunded area so the result will significantly increase 
funding as well as increase much needed enthusiastic research from  PhD students. As Ron and Gina gave a talk to the 
Circle of Friends informing us about Retinitis Pigmentosa (RP) which can affect children as well as adults, your help in 
various ways would make an enormous difference. Please help by:-  
1) Used stamps – cut outside the perforations, any stamp collections, don’t have to be sets.  
2) Old and foreign coins,  
3) Suggesting to your Clubs that they have a talk by this couple to promote awareness of this condition.  
4) Any collections and donations especially over Christmas will be much appreciated. 
For further information, please contact Ron and Gina Pritchard, 22 Huckford Rd, Bristol BS36 1EA 
Tel 01454 772927 or email bristolsglosfightingblindness@gmail.com  
Thank you for reading this and hopefully you can help in some way! 
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The Benefice of Saltford, Corston and Newton St Loe 

 
A Safe and Welcoming Church for All 

 
 

The Benefice of Saltford, Corston and Newton is committed to making the Church a safe and welcoming 
place for all through the implementation of our Safeguarding and Safe Recruitment Guidelines. If you have 
any safeguarding concerns regarding children, young people or vulnerable adults, please contact Revd Daile 
Wilshere 01225 355910 or Mrs Sue Dixon, our Safeguarding Officer on 01225 359014. The Benefice 
Safeguarding and Safer Recruitment Policy has been updated and outlines our commitment to the 
welcome, care, and protection of all in our Church community. A copy is available for all to read in each of 
the Churches 
 
 
Benefice Contact Details 
 
 
The Parish Office 
St Mary’s Church Hall, High Street, Saltford, BS31 3EL  
Tel: 01225 872275  
scnbenefice@gmail.com 
 
Rector: Revd Daile Wilshere  dailewilshere@live.co.uk   Tel: 01225 872275  
 
 
St Mary’s Saltford   
www.stmaryssaltford.org.uk 
Churchwardens: Dave Faulkner 01225 874133 John Norris 01225 872750 
PCC Email: lynnemould@btinternet.com 
 
 
Holy Trinity, Newton St Loe  
www.holytrinitynsl.org.uk 
Churchwardens: Ian Tadd 01225 426489    
PCC Email: newtonpcc@gmail.com 
 
 
All Saints, Corston  
www.allsaintscorston.org.uk 
Churchwardens: Diane Phillips 01225 873643, Phillipa Parfrey 07889 895058 
PCC Email: corstonpcc@gmail.com  


